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ANCIENT IRISH ART. 

THE FICTILIA OF THE CAIRNS AND CRANNOGS.* 

By LLEWELLYNN JEWITT, F.S.A. 




HE pottery found in the crannogs presents many 
peculiarities of pattern. The vessels are con- 
sidered by Mr. Wakeman, to whom the anti- 
quarian world is indebted in many cases for 
their discovery, to be the remains of what have 
been used for cooking purposes. They are 
mostly vessels, sometimes of very large size, 
wide at the mouth, contracted in the neck, and gradually, with 
easy flow of line, tapering downwards on the sides. Mostly they 
appear to have had handles at the top, which take a gradual 
curve from the rim down to their junction with the tapering 
body. They are more or less decorated with punctured, incised, 
impressed, or other simple ornaments. 




Fig. 14. — From Drumgay Lake. 

The general form of these crannog vessels will be best under- 
stood on reference to the engraving Fig. 14, which is a re- 
stored example from fragments found in a crannog in Drumgay 
Lake, near Enniskillen, and carefully described by Mr. Wake- 
man in the Journal of the Royal Historical and Archaeological 
Association of Ireland. The lake wherein this crannog was 



discovered— the ''Lough of Drumgay"— is a picturesque sheet 
of water nearly midway between Enniskillen and the village of 
Bellinamallard, in the county of Fermanagh. The examination 
of these lake-dwellings yielded many highly interesting and im- 
portant results, and brought to light several fragments of pottery, 
and many other objects of antiquity. Some of the patterns of 
fictile ornamentation are shown on Figs. 16 to 20, which are 
drawn of one half their real size. One pattern is a simple 
chevron ; another a punctured right-line ornament, very charac- 
teristic of this primitive race ; another has a series of incisions, 
giving the rim somewhat the effect of a cable moulding ; and 
another is reticulated, or has what may be described as a series 
oi saltzres oWvouiidi the nm. 




Fig. 15. — Ft-ofn Ballydoolough. 

Some other excellent examples were yielded by the examina- 
tion, by Mr. Wakeman, of a crannog in Ballydoolough, f in a 
lake of about twenty-four acres in extent, a few miles from 
Enniskillen, not far from the old road to Tempo. The " lake 
dwelling " where these fragments were found is said to be " one 
of the most instructive yet discovered in Ireland." In it, among 





Figs. \b to 20. — Fragments from Di-umgay Lake. 



Fig. 21. — Fro7ii Lough Eyes. 



other interesting remains, were found a very large number of 
fragments of pottery along with quantities of bones of Bos 
lo7igifrons, Cervzcs ele^has, Sus sa^ofa, Equus asinus, and 
other animals, including the goat, which gave good testimony 

* Continued from page 295. 



to their being portions of cooking vessels. A restoration of one 
of these ''crocks" is given in the accompanying engraving, 
Fig. 15, and its pattern is shown on a larger size in Fig. 2}^. 
" It measures three feet two inches round the mouth, and is 



t Ballydoolough^ the place or town of the Dark Lake. 
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tastefully ornamented on the rim and sides. The decoration, 
which was impressed upon the soft clay before the vessel was 
burnt, is extremely like that which appears upon silver bracelets 
preserved in the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy, and also 
found amongst the Cuerdale hoard " ; its colour is drab, or light 




Fig. 22. — From Drumgay Lake. 

yellowish-red, and it is of close texture. The pattern is im- 
pressed or indented, and from its chevron character is undoubtedly 
early. Several varieties of this pattern occurred. Figs. 21, 24, 
25, 28, and 29, exhibit simply a series of zigzag incisions of 
precisely the same character as is found on Celtic cuhnary urns. 



Indeed, the decoration of many of these domestic (?) vessels is 
exactly identical with those of some of the finest sepulchral urns 
found in that country. *' It may be said further that in the 
numerous designs found upon the crannog vessels there is not 
one that is suggestive of the work of Christian times in Ireland ; 
on the contrary, the greater portion, chevrons and circular 




Fig, 23. — From Bally doolough. 

depressions, are all expressive of pagan ideas of ornamental art. 
The log-house at Ballydoolough is almost precisely of the same 
size and of the same style of construction as the celebrated 
dwelling described by Captain Mudge in the " Archaeologia," in 
which was found a stone hatchet ; " these crannog vessels must 
not, therefore, be assigned to a later period than pagan times. 







Figs, 24 to 2"],— From Ballydoolough and Lough Eyes. 



Some other examples from this crannog are of extreme interest. 
The *' larger fragment bears upon its side," says Mr. Wakeman, 
'*two figures somewhat like a St. Andrew's Cross, but which 
here, I apprehend, need not be regarded as a Christian symbol. 
Such figures have been found in Ireland inscribed on rocks, and 
upon the walls of natural or partly artificial caverns, and even 



within the enclosure of pagan tumuli, as at Dowth, accompanied 
in several instances by * scorings ' at present unintelligible." 
Many appear in the cave of Loughnacloyduff (the Loch of the 
dark tre7tch, or mound) and in the "Lettered Caves" on the 
cliffs of Knockmore. These vessels are ''of a dingy brown 
colour, and their ' scorings ' are deeply impressed in what was a 






Figs. 28 to 30. — From Bally doo -lough and Lough Eyes. 



paste of unusually gritty matter. It may not be out of place to 
state here, once for all, that between the crannog pottery and 
the vases found in cairns and usually styled sepulchral 
there is apparently no difference in the style of manufacture. 
Strange to say, both classes exhibit the action of fire more 



strongly upon the interior than upon the external sides or base. 
Their colouring upon the whole is generally similar, varying 
from a dull red to a dark brown, nearly black; and in no 
instance, as far as my observation carries, has glazing been 
practised." 
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In another remarkably interesting lake-dwelling in Lough 
Eyes, not far from Lisbellaw, in the same county of Fermanagh, 
a variety of patterns of crocks along with bones of animals, 
including the " remains of Bos lo?igifro7is , or ancient Celtic 
short-horned ox, and of the red-deer, ass, sheep, goat, and pig," 
were found. These were of the same general form as those 



already described, and were more or less ornamented with 
indented patterns, sometimes arranged simply in lines, and in 
others in chevron or zigzag designs. It is worthy of special 
note, too, that several flat discs of the same material as the 
crocks were found with them ; these were, it may fairly be 
assumed, covers or lids. 





Figs. 31 and 32. — From Lough Eyes, 



A very unusual and clever ''provision for the escape of steam 
during the process of boiling or cooking is observable in several 
of these earthen pots. It consists of a small circular hole in the 
neck or upper side of the vessel, just below the point where the 
lid would be supported or caught ; " the lid of course resting on 
the narrower part of the neck. Doubtless the contraction of the 
neck would be formed for this special purpose. The perforation 



is shown in the fragments (Figs, i^ and 36) here engraved. 
The next woodcuts show, very carefully, two examples of orna- 
mentation on pottery from this crannog ; the one with incisions, 
only, the other with both incisions and impressed ornaments, 
the dotted pattern being almost identical with some found in the 
lake habitations of Switzerland. 

The other woodcuts give very clear representations of other 






^ig' ZZto i^.—From Lough Eyes. 



patterns found at Lough Eyes. One of these (Fig. 21) has both 
the impressed herringbone and rim patterns ; Fig. 39 is simply 
notched on its edge; Fig. ^^ has a series of incisions or 
"thumbnail" indentations ; Fig. 2"] has the zigzag pattern ; and 
Fig. 38, a series of lozenge-formed indentations. Fig; 21 is 
one of the most pronounced examples of the "herringbone" 



or zigzag pattern which these lake- dwellings have produced ; 
and others, as the engravings show, are exact counterparts in ap- 
pearance, character, and style, with that which forms so marked 
a characteristic of Celtic sepulchral urns of one kind or other. 

The examples, of which, through the kindness of the Council of 
the Royal Historical and Archaeological Association of Ireland, 







Figs, 36 to i^.—From Lough Eyes. 



and of its gifted Honorary Secretary, the Rev. J. Graves, I am 
enabled to give engravings, will, I think, be sufficient to show 
the general style of ornamentation which characterizes these 
early examples of Irish fictile art. These decorations will bear 
comparison with the ornaments upon the early metal work, the 



rude sculptures, and other Art-work of the early inhabitants 
of Ireland, and of other nations and peoples of prehistoric and 
early historic times. 

Of other branches of Irish Art, including some other examples of 
pottery, I shall have more to say in future articles in these pages. 



